Keep Farmworkers Safe on the Job

Improve Pesticide Record-Keeping

Records should include worker protection

North Carolina is required to improve pesticide record-keeping under a new state law. The
new rules should require growers to show that they have complied with our laws that are
designed to protect worker safety and health.

» Recording worker field entry time protects workers and growers

Because growers do not have to document when workers enter the fields after pesticides
are applied, it is difficult to prove whether the required waiting period was observed.
Growers and workers are put in a he-said-she-said situation with no documentation to
prove (or disprove) compliance. In the case against AgMart, the company has argued that
its records of worker field entry times cannot be used against it because those records
were not required in the first place.

» A minor adjustment to record-keeping logs can fix the problem
Worker field entry times could be recorded in a single column to be added to the record-
keeping logs that growers already use.

» Recording worker field entry times would keep workers safer

Knowing that they need to document field entry times would remind growers of the
obligatory waiting period before workers can be safely sent into sprayed fields.

» Records should apply to all_pesticides

The current proposal applies inconsistently to Ogeneral-
useO pesticides and Orestricted-useO pesticides. It should S g
apply consistently to all pesticide applications. . 972532 | (D

Farmworkers are highly exposed to toxic pesticides
on the job , sometimes with disastrous consequences
for themselves and their families. Growers need to
show they have complied with the safety
requirements that are designed to protect workers.
Good record-keeping would allow the state to

enforce the laws we already have when a violation
takes place.

Public comments are due to the NC Pesticide Board by December 15, 2008.
Sign the accompanying petition, or send your own letter to:

NC Pesticide Board, 1090 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, NC 27699-1090
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