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Baltazar on the schoolbus, photo by 2010 SAF
intern Michelle Lozano Villegas.

“Though I am living among so many
promising young people with great
futures ahead of them, | know ev-
ery parent, documented or not, has
dreams for their children. There is
nothing unique in dreaming. It's the

fulfillment of dreams that’s sometimes
beyond one’s control.”
- Professor Charles
Thompson, Center for Documentary
Studies, Duke University

Focus on Access to

From left: No human being is illegal; HKonJ rally; photos by Justin Valas.

The Right to DREAM

by Christine Contreras, SAF Student Organizer

Although | was born and raise” in tha 1J.S., my parents both came from Chile as teen-
agers. Growing up, | withesse: hew thay worked their hardest to provide me with the
opportunities that they were never afforded. Education has always been important to
me because | see it as the one aspect of my life | can control that will enable me to not
only have a successful future, but also to be able to provide for my parents and give
back to the Latino community. Unfortunately, not everyone is as lucky as | have been; in
this country, a single paper can determine a student’s future. My dedication to my own
education has led me to fight for the rights of all students, regardless of documentation.

| found an outlet for my passion when | heard about Student Action with Farmworker’s
first Student Organizing School. The Student Organizing School (SOS) is comprised of
college students from around North Carolina who support policy and labor campaigns
to improve farm labor conditions. Student organizers work on their campus to provide
awareness about three different campaigns: Access to Education for All, Harvest of
Dignity, and the R.J. Reynolds Tobacco Campaign.

As a student organizer | focused my efforts on providing awareness about access to
education through collaborating with other universities to host events like the “Give up
Your Dreams for the DREAM” event, held at UNC-Chapel Hill, where | spoke about

my connection to the education campaign. We hosted a series of “Die-Ins” at Duke in
which students would lie down with protest signs and “die” for the thousands of dreams
currently not being realized. | also participated in a radio interview in Carrboro, thus al-
lowing me to reach an audience beyond university students.

Being a student organizer with SAF has not only opened my eyes to the harsh living and
working conditions faced by farmworkers, but also to the injustices faced by all immi-
grants in North Carolina. This issue of From the Ground Up is dedicated to the
thousands of students looking for a chance to realize their dreams; we hope that you
will join with us to advocate for education rights for alll
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Forward, Forward,

Don't Look Back

by Bart Evans, SAF Coalition Coordinator

As the new Adelante Coalition
Coordinator at SAF, it has been a
privilege to be able to work with
concerned students and educators
who believe in access to educa-
tion for all. | became politicized to
these issues while | was getting
my B.A. at UC Santa Cruz, where
unfortunately the UC system is

no stranger to budget bungles
and diversity debacles. Yet it was
later when | was briefly teaching in
public high schools in Watsonville,
CA, that | realized how much our
public school system is failing stu-
dents, and yet at the same time,
how exciting it is that students are
passionately organizing around this
issue. This energy has exploded
at a national level—from California
to North Carolina, undocumented
students are making history by
sitting-in, coming-out, and ris-

ing up against the anti-immigrant
rhetoric.

2011 has already been a busy year
in North Carolina for educational
issues. In the eyes of many, public
education has come under attack,
from K-12 to higher education. The
NAACP and groups like NC Heroes
Emerge Among Teens (NCHEAT)
have been fighting against re-seg-
regation policies taken on by the
new Wake County School Board,
and against state legislation that
would remove the cap on charter
schools—measures that would fur-
ther exacerbate the socioeconomic
divisions in NC public schoals. In
the words of Reverend Barber of
the NAACP, “Only Forward, Not
One Step Back!”

Triptych from Nuestras Historias, Nuestros Suerios by Gretchen Doores & Emily Shenkin..

This past year Adelante has wel-
comed the NC DREAM Team and El
Centro Hispano of Durham as new
members of the coalition. Together
we have done outreach to high-
school student groups and invited
students to speak out at a series

of state-wide vigils against anti-
education bills in Raleigh, Greensboro,
Charlotte, Greenville, and Asheville on
February 1st—the 50th anniversary of
the Greensboro, NC civil rights sit-ins.
Through these vigils we received media
coverage and heard from students,
educators, and community members
about the importance of access to
education, and against bills targeting
undocumented students.

In other news, we are proud to report
that the Nuestras Historias, Nuestros
Suerios/ Our Stories, Our Dreams
documentary photo exhibit about
farmworkers' educational aspirations
and hopes for the future was hosted by
several organizations in western NC,
including El Centro, Western Piedmont
Community College, and at a McDowell
High School Parents’ night.

continued on p. 4\
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Undocumented and Unafrald

by Viridiana Martinez, NC Dream Team

My name is Viridiana Martinez. When |
was 6 years old, my father left Mexico
for the United States. His previous job
no longer existed; the company had
to shut down due to the peso devalu-
ation of the early 1990s caused by the
NAFTA agreement. Inflation caused
prices of staple food items such as
milk and eggs to skyrocket and jobs
became scarce. To continue providing
for the family, daddy took a job in the
tobacco fields of North Carolina.

A year later, my mother was able to
obtain tourist visas for her, my younger
sister, and me. Leaving our home be-
hind, we left for North Carolina where
we’d reunite with my father. Uncertain
of the future, but excited to finally see
daddy, | said farewell to my home, my
teachers, and my friends.

| arrived in NC when | was 7 years

old and grew up in the small town of
Sanford. | was one of two Hispanic
students in my elementary school. |
never took an English as a Second
Language (ESL) course; Sanford
schools didn't offer it as there wasn't a
demand for it at that time. | graduated
with honors from Lee County High in
2004 and got accepted to North Caro-
lina State University. To my disappoint-
ment, | was not able to attend. | am
undocumented. And this was the first
time | confronted my reality. I'd denied
it for so long and nobody knew outside
of my family, not even my best friends.

Almost 7 years later, | am still undocu-
mented. There is no "line" to get in to

become a US citizen. Last year, many
of us got tired of waiting for our lives
to change. Coming to the realiza-

tion that change didn't just fall from
the sky, I, like hundreds of undocu-
mented youth throughout the country,
decided it was time to take a stand.
Giving our DREAMSs a voice, we set
out to create awareness of our plight.
| was one of three hunger strikers at
the corner of Wilmington and Lane in
downtown Raleigh, NC, just a couple
of blocks from Senator Kay Hagan's
office. For thirteen days, we refused
to eat. All because we knew we
needed to convey the urgency of our
situation and the moral crisis under
which we have lived for years.

Petitions, rallies, letters, phone calls,
and protests followed the hunger
strike. On December 18, 2010,
Senator Kay Hagan was the 41st
vote against the DREAM Act. Since
then, anti-immigrant sentiment across
the country has resulted in bills be-
ing introduced in many states that
represent a piecemeal approach to
comprehensive immigration reform.
NC currently has a bill seeking to ban
undocumented youth from public col-
leges and universities.

To sum up our current situation as
undocumented youth living in the
South, post DREAM Act vote, not
only was the door of education
slammed shut in our faces, but over-
all, things only got harder for us, our
families, and our communities. No
one chooses to be undocumented;

From Left:
‘™ Undocumented,

{ Unafraid,
| Unashamed, photo
by Justin Valas;
Mock Graduation
Rally, SAF photo.

families and individuals were forced to
migrate here the minute big businesses
were given the green light to cross
borders in search of cheap labor. What
was my father supposed to do, continue
looking for a job as my mother, sister, and
| starved?

And so, close to twenty years after the
Immigration Reform and Control Act of
1986, our com-
munities are still |, like hundreds of
migrating, and  undocumented youth

it is not "con- throughout the country,
trolled." Individu- decided it was time to
als continue to  take a stand. Giving our
be criminalized DREAMSs a voice, we
for crossing bor- set out to create

ders, while the  awareness of our
industries that  plight.

drove us here in

the first place are not being held account-
able. We cannot be silent. Remaining in
the shadows is no longer an option. We
will come out, telling the story of our own
lives, and with them bring into the light
what otherwise would remain invisible.

The human rights abuses occurring in our
communities do not reflect the American
Dream. As a North Carolinian who hap-
pens to lack a social security numbet, |
believe North Carolina, and the United
States, can be better. | believe it can be a
welcoming place that puts our collective
humanity first.

My name is Viridiana Martinez. | am un-
documented. | am a North Carolinian.
| am a human being.
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...Adelante, continued from p. 2

We are excited to keep the momentum going with the exhibit, so please contact us if you know of a university, organization, or

community group that would like to host it!

The Adelante Coalition formed in the early 2000’s to address the growing challenges around Latinos’” access to quality education.
Since it's formation, the coalition has worked at the legislative and grassroots levels to affect legislation and educate and engage

the community.

Adelante has a broad focus, which includes supporting and educating students and educators about alternatives and op-
portunities as well as organizing events, lobby days, and community education to fight the anti-education bills in NC. In addition,
working with El Pueblo and El Centro in Marion, NC, coalition members have been developing presentations and guides for
parents, as well as a list of early college options for high school students to earn college credit while still in high school.

Visit Www.adelantenc.org to keep up with our work and stay informed on issues of access to education.

Investing in Human Capital

by Irene Godinez, Legislative Director for the Latin American Coalition & SAF Board Secretary

Recently | had the opportunity to hear the President of a
university system speak on the importance of investing in higher
education and in people. At a time when our states are hurting
financially, it makes sense to think about the big picture and to
consider our investment in our human capital. The reality, how-
ever, is that these grim financial circumstances and poor informa-
tion have resulted in legislators across the country introducing
legislation that would create a permanent underclass by denying
education to entire groups of people; one of those groups is
undocumented students.

There are approximately 2.1 million undocumented students in
this country, with about 65,000 of these students graduating from
high school each year. While most of these students could go on
to higher education, many see their dreams diminished since they
are ineligible for financial aid and perhaps don't have access to
the information necessary to make their educational aspirations a
reality. Every state has different education laws and policies deal-
ing with undocumented students. South Carolina and Georgia
bar access entirely to undocumented students at institutions of
higher education. On the other extreme, states like Maryland
have recently passed their own version of the DREAM Act, and
llinois not only admits undocumented students at in-state tuition
rates, but is currently considering legislation that would create
scholarships for undocumented students!

At the time this article went to print here in North Carolina,

there were two bills proposed in the state legislature that would
bar students' access to institutions of higher education. House
Bill 11 titled “No Postsecondary Education/lllegal Aliens,” or the
Denial of Education bill and House Bill 343 titled Support Law
Enforcement/Safe Neighborhoods or the Arizona “Show Me Your
Papers” 2.0 copycat bill.

A recent reintroduction of the DREAM Act-- federal legislation
which would provide some undocumented students with the
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opportunity to earn permanent legal status provided they
meet certain criteria-- has drawn attention once more to the
need of remedying our broken immigration system, starting
with those who came to this country through no fault of their
own.

The DREAM Act has been championed by various groups
and individuals that would normally not be working together.
In the last Congress, the DREAM Act passed the U.S. House
of Representatives with bipartisan support and won a major-
ity in the Senate, coming just short of the 60 votes needed to
overcome a Republican filibuster. American voters support
the DREAM Act. According
to a poll conducted by Opin-
ion Research Corporation

for First Focus in June 2010,
70 percent of voters sup-
ported the DREAM Act. This
includes 60% support from
Republicans and 80% sup-

“There’s a lot of vulnerability
in undocumented communi-
ties and a lack of systemic
support, and the only way
to build for that is to have
voices in that community,
and that happens through

port fromm Democrats. While education.

the DREAM Act alone isn’t - Irene Falk,

comprehensive immigration Duke Students for Humane
Borders

reform, it is a step towards
immigration reform and it is
the only thing that has traction at the present time.

There is a lot of energy around the DREAM Act, particularly
from youth and their allies. We are at a critical moment when
we can offer relief to the undocumented youth who have
done everything that has been asked of them as students
and members of our communities. It is wise to invest in these
students who are already here and will remain here. They are
our human capital and we can't just deny education to an
entire generation. Please take a moment to contact
your Congressional representatives and ask them
to support the DREAM Act!
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We want to recognize all our donors. Donors who gave $10 or more are listed below. Please contact
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Thank you to our funders
this year:

Anonymous Fund of the Triangle Community
Foundation, Arthur Carlsen Charitable Fund of
Triangle Community Foundation, Blue Cross

and Blue Shield of North Carolina Foundation,
Conservation Fund, Duke Endowment,
Environmental Protection Agency,
GlaxoSmithKline IMPACT Awards Fund of the
Triangle Community Foundation, Hispanics in
Philanthropy, Insight Fund of Triangle Community
Foundation, LP Brown Foundation, Lyric
Foundation, National Institute of Health, NC

Arts Council, NC Farmworker Health Program,
NC Migrant Education Program, New World
Foundation, Oxfam America, Presbyterian Hunger
Program, Public Interest Projects, Inc., Southern
Partners Fund, Wake Forest University School of
Medicine, Z. Smith Reynolds Foundation.

Thank you to the following
for supporting us, Sept 2010-
April 2011:

Appalachian Regional Healthcare System,
Association of Farmworker Opportunity Programs,
Beaufort Jasper Hampton Health Services, Beaufort
Migrant Education, Carolina Family Health Center,
Chapel of the Cross, Church Women United,

East Coast Migrant Head Start, El Pueblo, Inc.,
Farmworker Unit Legal Aid of NC, First Presbyterian
Church, Galaxy Cinema, Good Samaritan Clinic,
Hispanic Liaison, International Brotherhood of
Teamsters Local 878, Lenoir County Public Schools
MEP, National HEP CAMP Association, National
Farm Worker Ministry, NC Farmworkers Project,

NC Justice Center, One Economy Corporation,

Our Lady of Victory Missionary Sisters, Panda
Restaurant Group, Piedmont Health Services, Inc.,
Presbyterian Hunger Program, Pullen Memorial
Baptist Church, Research Triangle Insitutute,

Rural Family Development, SC Primary Healthcare
Association, South Carolina Legal Services,
Southern Coalition for Social Justice, Southern
Migrant Legal Services, Southern Poverty Law
Center, STITCH, Tejada Law Firm, Telamon
Corporation, Tennessee Immigrant & Refugee
Rights Coalition, Texas Rural Legal Aid, Inc.,Toxic
Free NC, UNC APPLES, UNIDOS, Wake County
Migrant Farmworker Health Program, Watts Street
Baptist Church. Special thanks to our Documentary
and Alumni Advisory Groups, and the Center for
Documentary Studies for their ongoing support.

Progra
Updates

FROM THE GROUND UP

The Student Organizing School held its final
retreat April 16-17 with the Levante Leadership
Institute. We conducted reflections, a celebration,
and a program evaluation. National Farmworker
Awareness Week, March 27-April 2, was a
big success, boasting over 90 events and
participation from almost 30,000 farmworkers &
allies across the U.S.!

INTO THE FIELDS/

SOWING SEEDS FOR CHANGE
SAFreceivedover 100applicationsforthe summer
internship & six month fellowship programs. We
had an amazing group of applicants including an
increase in applicants from farmworker families.
We successfully selected 25 interns and 5 fellows
for our programs and have placed them with
health, legal, education, union and community
organizations throughout the Southeast.

LEVANTE LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE

At the Levante Leadership Institute's final retreat,
students participated in trainings on gender
roles and event planning. At the NC Farmworker
Institute and Foro Latino, students attended
workshops on  financial management and
planning, spoken word, and tobacco prevention.
Two Levante participants, Karin Rivera and Maria
Enriquez, will be attending college in the fall and
will each receive a scholarship from SAF.

Ot of the Loop?

Friend SAF on Facebook!
Follow us on Twitter!

Check out SAF's brand
new, bilingual website!
Visit www.saf-unite.org to:

Join our email list to get alerts and job
announcements in your inbox!

Sign up for our mailing list to get newsletters
@ home- Send us your address today!

Take our Newsletter

Survey!

1. Would you rather receive this newsletter
ia email or in a paper mailing?

2. Would you prefer this newsletter to be in

a bilingual format?

3. What else would you like to see in it?

Mail this survey to us at the address

below or email us at saf-unite@duke.edu

The Farmworker Awareness
Campaign Was a Success!
Thanks to our 19 fundraisers and over 373
donors, we were-able to meet our goal

of raising $25,000 this spring to support
greater respect and justice for farmworkers!

Save the Date!

SAF End-of-Summer Celebration
August 6, 2011, 6-11pm

at the SAF office in Durham
Contact SAF to be a sponsor:
nadeen.bir@duke.edu

Donate today through our
secure website:

www.saf-unite.org
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